
 

 

    
        

            
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

                

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library HoursLibrary HoursLibrary HoursLibrary Hours 
Mon – Thurs 9-8 

Friday 9 – 6  �  Saturday 9 -5 

Sunday closed 

JANUARYJANUARYJANUARYJANUARY    2012012012018888 

 

Mohr LibraryMohr LibraryMohr LibraryMohr Library        

Genealogy GroupGenealogy GroupGenealogy GroupGenealogy Group  

2nd Wednesday, 4:30 
Special Program times vary 

 

 
 

 

This newsletter is created & written by     

Grayce MooreheadGrayce MooreheadGrayce MooreheadGrayce Moorehead, MILS 

gmoorehead@mohrlibrary.org 
 

Please read the privacy note that came 

through from Ancestry on Page 3 
 

 

Welcome a new year!  2018 
Wednesday, January 10th 4:30PM 
The meeting in January will be a simple gathering where we share upcoming ideas 

for programs and talk about our respective treasure hunting for relatives.  I am 

planning quite a few fascinating programs coming along in the Spring, but I have 

not found that winter is a good time for guests due mainly to weather concerns.  

Those snow storms are always bound to throw a curve to best laid plans.  So come 

along and share a hot cocoa on cold day – bring a thing or tell a story, and catch up 

with fellow ancestral sleuths.                                        Grayce 

 

 

 

Upcoming Programs: 
Dates and more information TBA 
����  DNA for Genealogy:  In the process of looking for an expert to give positive 

and negative review of various DNA analysis.  Wow, they even were suggesting DNA 

as a present for Christmas.  ����  Maps: I have happened upon quite a few articles 

recently regarding old maps, and I think how to search them will make for a 

fascinating program.  I know I like to see where and how my ancestors lived.  

����  Upcoming 1950 census:  Not for a while, but sooner than you think, a new 

wealth of information will be available.  The first census after WW2, will show all 

those baby boomers, giving you many more clues – remember working backwards 

from those you know is a super searching way to go. 

   An optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year in. 
A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves. 

~ Bill Vaughn 



 
 

 

 

 



  

Save the dateSave the dateSave the dateSave the date!!!!!!!!!!!! 
What: Diggin’ Your Roots, a genealogy workshop 
When: May 5th, Saturday afternoon 1 – 4pm 
Sponsored by: Rhode Island Historical Society 

Providence Public Library and Mohr Library 
 

 

 

 

Marian J. Mohr Memorial LibraryMarian J. Mohr Memorial LibraryMarian J. Mohr Memorial LibraryMarian J. Mohr Memorial Library    
One Memorial Avenue  Johnston, RI 02919   401-231-4980     

    fax: 401-231-4984   website:  http://www.mohrlibrary.org 
  

This program will be open to everyone, will be advertised in the Sunrise, social 

media and other places.  Due to seating concerns we may need to top out 

attendance at 20, so I am letting you know very far in advance that even if you 

think you are beyond beginner, I know you will learn a lot! 

Presenters:  Michelle Chiles (RIHS) and Kate Wells (PPL) 

Description: What is genealogy? How do you start to build your own family tree? This workshop will cover the basics to 

get you started. You’ll learn basic research methods and work with free websites (or paper if you prefer!) to create your 

own family tree. You’ll learn to search several free genealogical databases, learn about resources available to you at 

Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence Public Library, and in your own community and how to use what you find to 

document your family history. Basic comfort using a computer for online research is required.  

Note from rootsweb  

��� We want to share an important security update with you. 
 

��� Last Wednesday, December 20, Ancestry’s Information Security Team received a message from a security 

researcher indicating that he had found a file containing email addresses/username and password combinations as well as 

user names from a RootsWeb.com server. Our Information Security Team reviewed the details of this file, and confirmed 

that it contains information related to users of Rootsweb’s surname list information, a service we retired earlier this year. 

For those of you who are unfamiliar, RootsWeb is a free community-driven collection of tools that are used by some 

people to host and share genealogical information. Ancestry has been hosting dedicated RootsWeb servers as a favor to 

the community since 2000. Importantly, RootsWeb does not host sensitive information like credit card numbers or social 

security numbers, and is not supported by the same infrastructure as Ancestry’s other brands. We are in the process of 

informing all impacted customers, and will work with regulators and law enforcement as appropriate. 
 

��� We also reviewed the RootsWeb file to see if any of the account information overlapped with existing accounts on 

Ancestry sites. We did confirm that a very small number of accounts – less than one percent of our total customer group – 

used the same account credentials on both Rootsweb and Ancestry commercial site. We are contacting these customers. 

In all cases, any user whose account had its associated email/username and password included on the file has had their 

accounts locked and will need to create a new password the next time they visit. 

What Happened 

���  Immediately after receiving the file containing the RootsWeb surname list user data, the Ancestry Information 

Security Team commenced its analysis of the file and its contents, and started a forensic investigation of RootsWeb’s 

systems to determine the source of the data and identify any potential active exploitation of the RootsWeb system. As a 

result of that analysis, we determined that the file was legitimate, although the majority of the information was old. 

Though the file contained 300,000 email/usernames and passwords, through our analysis we were able to determine that 

only approximately 55,000 of these were used both on RootsWeb and one of the Ancestry sites, and the vast majority of 
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those were from free trial or currently unused accounts. Additionally, we found that about 7,000 of those password and email 

address combinations matched credentials for active Ancestry customers. As part of our investigation, our team also uncovered 

other usernames that were present on the RootsWeb server that, though not on the file shared with us, we reasonably believe 

could have been exposed externally. We are taking the additional step of informing those users as well. 
 

��� We believe the intrusion was limited to the RootsWeb surname list, where someone was able to create the file of older 

RootsWeb usernames and passwords as a direct result of how part of this open community was set up, an issue we are working 

to rectify. We have no reason to believe that any Ancestry systems were compromised. Further, we have not seen any activity 

indicating the compromise of any individual Ancestry accounts. 

What We’ve Done 

���  As a result of this discovery, we have taken two immediate corrective actions. 
 

���  First, for the approximately 55,000 customers who used the same credentials at RootsWeb’s surname list and Ancestry 

– whether currently active or not – we have locked their Ancestry accounts and will require that they create a new password the 

next time they visit. We have also sent them emails to alert them to the situation. Though we have seen no activity that 

indicates these accounts have been compromised, we believe taking this additional measure is the right step to ensure the 

security of these customers. If you have not received an email or a notice requiring you to change your password, you have not 

been affected. Again, this issue involves less than one percent of our users, so there is a very good chance your account wasn’t 

involved. 
 

���  Second, we have temporarily taken RootsWeb offline, and are working to ensure that all data is saved and preserved to 

the best of our ability. As RootsWeb is a free and open community that has been largely built by its users, we may not be able to 

salvage everything as we work to resolve this issue and enhance the RootsWeb infrastructure. 

What You Should Do 

���  If you are a customer whose account was impacted, you will receive an email telling you that you need to change your 

password. In that case, you will be required to create a new password the next time you visit Ancestry. 
 

���   For the vast majority of customers who are not impacted by this, there is nothing you need to do as a result of this 

incident. However, we always recommend that you take the time to evaluate your own security settings. Please, never use the 

same username and password for multiple services or sites. And it’s generally good practice to use longer passwords and to 

change them regularly. 

What We’re Doing from Here 

���  As always, your privacy and the security of the data you share with us are our highest priority. We are continually 

assessing our policy and procedures and always seeking ways to improve our approach to security. We understand the 

importance of our role as stewards of your information and work every day to earn your trust. 
 

���  We are doing a deep analysis of RootsWeb, its design and how we might be able to help the community enhance the 

site and its services. It is our desire to continue to host these tools for the community with appropriate safeguards in place. 
 

���  Please let us know if you have any questions at Support Center, and thank you for your understanding. 

�  Tony Blackham is Chief Information Security Officer at Ancestry. 

 

     

There are many documents explaining all kinds 

of stuff that is on the United States Census page.  

Fantastic information for genealogists if you 

know where to look. 

 

You can pour over the slew of documents on  

census.gov 
 


