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Library HoursLibrary HoursLibrary HoursLibrary Hours 
Mon – Thurs 9-8/  

Friday 9 – 6// Saturday 9 -5 

 
FEBRUARY 2018FEBRUARY 2018FEBRUARY 2018FEBRUARY 2018 

 

This newsletter is created and written by Grayce Moorehead, MILS 

 

 

“Begin at the beginning," the King said, 
very gravely, "and go on till you come to 

the end: then stop.”  
 

~ Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland 

    

Mohr LibraryMohr LibraryMohr LibraryMohr Library        

Genealogy GroupGenealogy GroupGenealogy GroupGenealogy Group  

2nd Wednesday, 4:30 
Special Program times vary 

Upcoming Programs 
 

April 11, 6PM:   

DNA! … for Genealogy 

Research with 

Heather Kisilywicz 
 

 
 

This should be a NO-MISS program 

for everyone interested in DNA, 

how to read the results, and why it 

is important for genealogical 

research to locate relatives.  Be 

ready with all your questions!  A 

tricky program to plan, we welcome 

Heather to our library.  This 

program will be open to all library 

patrons, so I will ask you to sign up 

so I can prepare the room!
 

 

Sign up - Space is limited 

May 5: Saturday 1-4  

Diggin’ Your Roots,  

a genealogy workshop 

Rhode Island Historical 

Society,  

Providence Public Library 

and Mohr Library 
Bring your notepaper, pens and 

questions.  IPADs will be provided 

to follow along, or bring your own. 

 

 

Christians, tried to convert Emperor 

Claudis II and cured a woman of 

blindness – beheaded.  And 

apparently no one knows why or how 

Valentine is associated with lovers. It 

may have to do with a pagan festival 

where young women’s names were 

drawn by young men who spent the 

festival together, called Lupercalia.  

Another theory has to do with poet 

Chaucer who noted that birds chose 

mates on February 14th.   
Information condensed from “The 

Illustrated World Encyclopedia of Saints” 

Ref. 270 P28 
 

 

 

 

Valentine’s Day 
If you are lucky enough to be the recipient of some passed 

down paper ephemera that includes Valentines for this day, 

February 14th, you may have wondered from time to time, 

who is that Saint Valentine anyway.  Before I get into a bit  

 history of the day, save those vintage cards or look for them at yard sales or 

antique markets. If you are fortunate enough to have some from your relatives, 

you have a special treasure.  So WHO was St. Valentine?  According to several 

sources, the mystery is on going as there were 2 Valentines who were martyrs 

during the Roman period.  One was a 3rd century Valentinus who helped  

 

          “We inherit from our ancestors gifts so often 

taken for granted. Each of us contains within us this 

inheritance of soul. We are links between the ages, 

containing past and present expectations, sacred 

memories and future promise.”    ~ Edward Sellner 



 

 

 

 

 

Marian J. Mohr Memorial LibraryMarian J. Mohr Memorial LibraryMarian J. Mohr Memorial LibraryMarian J. Mohr Memorial Library    
One Memorial Avenue  Johnston, RI 02919   401-231-4980     

    fax: 401-231-4984   website:  http://www.mohrlibrary.org 

 
From the Magazines…From the Magazines…From the Magazines…From the Magazines…        State Research Collections  

 

 
 

 

From Beth Hurd    
Rhode Island Rhode Island Rhode Island Rhode Island State Archives State Archives State Archives State Archives 

Transcribing PartyTranscribing PartyTranscribing PartyTranscribing Party    
Time: Tuesday, February 20, 2018  4:30 – 7PM 

Location: 337 Westminster Street, Providence 02903 

Reminder! Transcribers must bring in their own laptops! 

“We will be exploring and transcribing handwritten documents 

and manuscripts to decipher history, discover facts and bring 

21st century approachability to these dynamic records.  As a 

transcriber, you will get a firsthand view of genuine 

manuscripts written by Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, 

Abraham Lincoln, and more.  No experience necessary! 

See me, if interested  – Grayce --  I will be attending. 

 

 

  
Anyone still having trouble with the newer format for sending 

you the email?  You can always check the library website for 

the most up to date newsletter, or my desk…. 

Thank you! 

 
The Library would like to thank The Roger Williams 

Family Association for providing our Special Collection 

with a complete set, 5 volumes (Books I – V) of the 

Descendants of Roger Williams.  These are 

invaluable sources for numerous Rhode Island 

families related to the undisputed founder of Rhode 

Island.  Take a few minutes to explore the fascinating 

website of the Association that dates back to 1906.  

Even if you are not related, you live here or have 

relatives here and will find the site has a fascinating 

history of The State of Rhode Island and Providence 

Plantations.   

http://rogerwilliams.org 
Here is a tidbit regarding the organization seal 

 
 
I have invited the Association to visit our Library and 

put on a presentation later in the year, so we will 

await their response to our invitation. 

Stay tuned for updates! 

 

  

OUR SEAL -- The six stars in 

the inner circle of the seal 

represent the six children of 

Roger and Mary (Barnard) 

Williams. A center shield has a 

"lion rampant" surrounded by a 

border of nine "pheons" (the 

barbed head of a dart).  

 

Caveat: I have not investigated these collections to figure out if paying the funds for 

each collection would be worth your while or provide information that you could 

not get from other sources.  I merely bring you this possibility as another place for 

you to search. Each state is on sale for 30% off, so it might be worth your look, IF 

you think there might be a lot to gain from checking a particular state.  

The description reads: 
These all digital state collections are designed to support and enhance the search for 

your ancestors in individual states. Plus, since these collections are digital, they are 

available immediately after purchase and portable so you can start researching right 

away and even bring it with you on the road! Each collection has an OnDemand 

webinar, research download, and Family Tree Sourcebook. 

I should add that it was also unclear how long you would have access to the 

particular site after purchasing.  See me – Grayce – for more info. 

 

States included – so far --  for 

research are California, 

Georgia, Illinois, 

Massachusetts, Missouri, 

New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, South Carolina 

and Virginia.    
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"A library is a temple unabridged with priceless treasure. 
Librarians are the majesties who loan the jewels of 

measure. They welcome to the kingdom the young and old of 
reapers and reign among the riches as the 

 wondrous fortune keepers." 
~ Pam Munoz Ryan 

 


